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TN National Guard contracting team deploys

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — A farewell ceremony for the Tennessee National Guard’s 1957th Contingency
Contracting Team was held at Nashville’s Joint Force Headquarters on June 22.

The 1957th is heading to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete pre-deployment training before flying to the Horn
of Africa for a nine-month deployment.

Made up of five Soldiers, the 1957th is a Nashville based team that facilitates contracts for logistical
services like food, lodging, and supplies. The Soldiers have been training for over a year in anticipation
for this mission.

“The team has accomplished a lot of training prior to heading out,” said Capt. Eric Bolin, purchasing and
contracting specialist for the Tennessee National Guard’s United States Property & Fiscal Office. “They
have successfully completed an exercise-evaluation and undergone training on new computer systems and
programs.”

Contracting teams are responsible for essential services that are normally not available. While in Africa,
the team’s focus will be establishing contracts for service members, local nationals, and international
allies deployed in the region.

“The 1957th will be establishing important contracts, which provide vital assets to our forces so that they
can accomplish their assigned duties,” said Bolin. “Contracts are often given to local workers which
really helps drive the economy in the area.”

The 1957th has plenty of experience, as all members have been contracting for years, to include Sgt. 1st
Class Brett Lashlee, who was with the 1957th during their last deployment in 2012.

“We are excited to get this mission started,” said Lashlee. “After a long buildup of training and
preparations, I think we’re all ready to fulfill our duties overseas and complete a successful mission.”

The Tennessee National Guard continues to maintain a high operations tempo. Currently, hundreds of
Soldiers and Airmen are deployed overseas, as well as hundreds continuing the fight within our
communities against COVID-19, all while maintaining regularly scheduled training operations throughout
the year.
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Maj. Danny Frederick, commander of the 1957th Contingency Contracting Team, speaks at a
farewell ceremony, June 22, which took place at Nashville’s Joint Force Headquarters. The
1957th will complete pre-deployment requirements in Fort Bliss, Texas, before leaving for a
nine-month deployment to the Horn of Africa. (Photo by Ist Lt. Sarah Kohrt)
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Members of the 1957th Contingency Contracting Team pose for a photo during a farewell
ceremony, June 22, at Nashville’s Joint Force Headquarters. The 1957th will complete pre-
deployment requirements in Fort Bliss, Texas, before leaving for a nine-month deployment to the
Horn of Africa. (Photo by 1st Lt. Sarah Kohrt)

All Tennessee Army and Air National Guard press releases can be found at

https://www.tn.gov/military/news.html
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